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FINAL CONCLUSION 

 

The social economy is a key driver of the European Union’s competitiveness and resilience, 

making a significant contribution to economic growth and fostering social cohesion and 

democratic participation.  

The EU is currently revising several pieces of legislation that will shape Europe’s future. This 

represents a unique opportunity to recognise the social economy as a key ally in helping the 

EU reinforce its competitiveness and overcome the many challenges it currently faces.  

It is key to guarantee that the proposed changes to the next Multiannual Financial Framework 

(MFF) architecture do not entail risks of deprioritising, fragmenting and weakening investments 

in the social economy, social innovation, employment, social inclusion, and poverty reduction.  

Therefore, it is essential to ensure a clear visibility and identification for social economy 

policies, as is the case with the European Social Fund Plus (ESF+). This identification in the 

MFF should have specific objectives and preserve distinction between social cohesion 

measures and social infrastructures measures to guarantee sufficient social investments in 

both areas.  

In addition, the social economy must be duly taken into account throughout the next MFF, with 

a particular focus on the Performance Regulation to evolve social objectives in terms of both 

scope and impact. The proposed social spending target under the National and Regional 

Partnership Plans (NRPP), applied on a large scale, is to be welcomed. Nevertheless, by 

including social infrastructure, it could risk weakening vital investments in employment, 

training, and social inclusion. It is therefore essential that the social economy remains deeply 

embedded in proven instruments like the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), LEADER and 

InvestEU, and is fully integrated into the new European Competitiveness Fund (ECF).  

The current revision of the General Block Exemption Regulation (GBER) that allows Member 

States to avoid notifying the Commission of State aid under certain circumstances is a very 

important tool to reduce administrative burden. Nevertheless, to be reinforced, it should 

enlarge the definition of “disadvantaged workers”, include a definition of "social economy 

entities", and be fully aligned with the implementation of the Social Economy Action Plan.  

Finally, the upcoming revision of the Public Procurement Directive is a unique opportunity to 

reinforce Europe’s industrial autonomy, respecting national legal framework, notably by 

strengthening the application of social and environmental clauses, advancing towards their 

mandatory inclusion and effective monitoring of social and economic impacts, and moving 

beyond a lowest price approach towards a best value for society approach. In doing so, in 

particular with the support of EU-level guidance, it will reinforce a locally rooted economy that 

benefits European communities.  

We call on the co-legislators and the Commission to fully integrate the social economy 

dimension and its principles across these reforms, ensuring that social economy effectively 

contributes to European prosperity. 


